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Chapter 8

Postclassic Stage

DEFINITIONS

The Postclassic stage in Middle America and Peru is marked by
the breakdown of the old regional styles of the Classic stage, by a
continuing or increased emphasis upon urban living, and, inferenti-
ally, by tendencies toward militarism and secularism. Concerning
the leveling of stylistic regionalism, we have observed that diffusion
berween regions in the Classic stage both in the central Andes and
in Middle America was either the not easily detectable movement
of technological ideas and isolated elements or the trade in actual
objects and manufactures. In the Postclassic we see the wide, in-
terregional transferences of total art and architectural styles. The
mechanisms behind these transferences are debarable, bur it is rea-
sonable to interpret many of them as actual movements of large
groups of people often accompanied by military force. These
trends toward militarism and large-scale warfare are reflected in
the archaeological record by late Postelassic stage increases in forti-
fications and fortified communities in many Middle American and
Peruvian regions. The implications for a gradually increasing secu-
larization of culrure and society in the Postclassic are less direct.
We would, however, argue that a decrease in the number, size, and
elaboration of pyramid mounds and other kinds of religious struc:
tures is one clue to the waning of religious authority. Another
is the aesthetic decline from Classic standards which characterizes
much of Postclassic art in Peru and Middle America. In some re-
gions this tendency is seen in standardization and mass production
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of objects. In citing such definitions, we are attempring, it
remembered, to weigh and give classificatory value to trends.
fare and non-religious authority were cerrainly not absent
either the Peruvian or the Middle American scene in the C
or even the Formative stages; bur, in so far as we can measure
things from the archaeological evidence, both militarism and
larism were in the ascendancy during the Postclassic stage.
We have discussed and defined urbanism in some of its as
in our trearment of the Classic stage, but it is from the Post
level that we know most, from both archaeological and ethnohi
cal sources, abour the native American city. These cities wep
formed around politico-religious nuclei—pyramids, remples
aces—and the urban zones contained not only the rulers, pr
and their entourages but various crafrsmen and handlers of pro
In the Inca system all these city dwellers were governmental
ployees; under the Aztec many of them were independent a
and merchants. In brief, the native city of the New World had
large popularion aggregates either within residence or within reach;
was the seat of politico-religious power, served as an economic and
social center, and maintained complex and diverse divisions of
labor among its citizens.

S0UTH AMERICA

Peruvian Postclassic cultures include all those of the Tiahuanaco
horizon and of later times. Their time span is approximately from
A.n. 1000 to A.p. 1532.! In the final years Inca sovereignty spread
over all Peru and into adjacent Andean territories,? but just prior to
this there were important regional kingdoms such as the Chimu;
Cuismanen, and Chincha* of the coast and numerous smaller states
in the highlands.

WE know that in ancient Peru, cities so defined came into being
on the Classic stage, ar least in some regions, such as the north and

1. Rowe, 1945, As observed in the discussions of the Peruvian (Classic, this
beginning dare may have to be moved back two or three centuries.
2. Means, 1931; Rowe, 1946, i. Rowe, 1948, 4. Rowe, 1944,
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south coasts. There is an important difference, however, berween
the Peruvian Postclassic city and its presumed Classic stage prote-
eype. The north coast Classic population aggregare appears to have
grown by accretion, somewhat haphazardly, around a remple cen-
ter, while the Postelassic city follows a planned or partially planned
Jayout.® It is as though the necessity for, and idea of, city life had
been accepted in Postelassic times whereas, in the earlier stage, the
problem had not yer been deale with consciously. We are nor cer-
tain of the time of the first appearance of the “planned city” in
Peru, but there are several indications thar it may have marked the
beginnings of the Postelassic on the Tiahuanaco style horizon.® By
the latter part of the Postclassic the symmetrically arranged urban
center was characreristic of north coast sites such as Chan Chan,
Pacarnamu, and El Purgatorio.”

Coexistent with the Peruvian cities are the tendencies toward
secularism and militarism mentioned above as defining the Post-
classic stage. The big religious centers and shrines dominared pre-
historic Peru during the Formarive and, particularly, the Classie.
Beginning wich the castillo at Chavin de Huantar and the other
Chavin horizon temples in the Nepefia and Casma valleys,* the
remple pyramid reached gigantic proportions in Classic stage con-
strucrions such as the Huaca Corrada in the Chicama Valley, the
Pyramid of the Sun in the Moche Valley,® the Gallinazo and Huan-
caco mounds in the Vird Valley," and the Maranga pyramids in
the Rimac Valley"! In the Postclassic, pyramids continued to be
built, bur these were usually placed within the inclosures of large
architectural complexes.® Like the pyramids within the walls of
Chan Chan, thc:,.r tended to be smaller in absolure size than those
of the Classic, and they lost still more in impressiveness by the size

5. Willey, 1933¢, pp. 396-99.
6. Willey, 1953 pp. 412 ff.; Srumer, 1954

7. Schaedel, 1951. #. Tello, 1943,

10, W. C. Bennett, 1950; Willey, 1953,

11. Jijdn ¥ Caamafio, 1949,

12. Schaedel, 1951, Willey, 1953¢; Stumer, 1954.

2. Krocher, 1925,
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and numbers of the palaces and city buildings which s
them. There are other trends which support these inferences
from architecture. During the Postclassic, Peruvian art, as a
moved away from representational or whar could be inre
as god-themes. Following the Tiahuanaco horizon, the dri
toward stultification and geometric decorative arr. Also, we
from ethnohistoric sources that the Inca state was highly s
ized. The Inca sun-god was imposed upon conquered peoples
there was no concerted effort made to oblirerate local religions
Power was conceived of as military and bureaucratic mighe,
Militarism seems to have been a force in old Peruvian socie
from an early time. In this, as in many other of irs trends a
emphases, Peru differs from Middle America. Large fortifi
of a refuge narure have been identified as far back as the late Form
tive White-on-red horizon,** and fortified strongholds, or ¢
are a common fearure of north coast Classic. There seems
doubt, however, that organized warfare was stepped up at the
of the Classic and throughout the Postclassic. The Tiahuanae
stylistic horizon was probably propelled by military force,!s ar
long-distance roads dare from this time."® Essentally, the diffe
ence between Classic and Postclassic warfare in Peru was prob
one of scope. Fighting was, undoubtedly, intense on an intra
or small intervalley seale in the Classie, bur wide-scale geogra
cal strategy and maneuvers belong to the later srage. This is ind
cated by a change in the nature of fortifications as well as by ethne
historic aceounts of Inca activities. '

MIDDLE AMERICA

The Postclassic centers of Middle America are those well knoy L
in the literature of the ethnohistoric period. Aztec Tenochritld ir
the Valley of Mexico is the most famous example.”” Mitla in O

13. Means, 1931; Rowe, 1944, 15. Willey, 1948a.
14. Willey, 1953¢, pp. 35859, 16. Willey, 1953, p. 370.
17. Prescort, 1843; Vaillane, 1941; Sanders, 1956,
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ca,® Tzintzuntzan in the Tarascan country,'® Totonacan Cempoala
in Veracruz, and Mayapan® in Yucatdn are others. Most of these
ciries were seats of power in the late centuries just antedating, or
coming up to, the Spanish conquest. Somewhar earlier, in the cen-
curies between A.p. 800 and A.p. 1200, there was another set of
centers such as Tula, in Hidalgo,® and Mexicanized Chichén Itzd.®
The Middle American Postclassic varies regionally in toral time
range, as did the Classic. In the central Mexican highlands its be

ginnings may be considered coincident with the fall of the Teon-
huacdn IV culture and the concomitant rise of Tala (ea. A.p. 800).
Elsewhere, it may be a century or two later. The terminus of the
Postclassic is marked by the early sixteenth-century arrival of the
Spanish, who found Tenochtitldn full of vigor and Mayapan aban-
doned.

The history of Middle American urbanism cannot be followed
in the same detail as that of northern Peru, but, as we have re-
marked, the Teotihuacan IV phase in the Valley of Mexico was a
foreshadowing of the city life seen later in sixteenth-century Te-
nochtitlin, The Azrec ciry, with an estimated population of sixty
thousand persons,’® was supported by a thick fringe of chinampa
(floating garden) farmers on its margins and around the shores of
Lake Texcoco. Water transportation—a mobility factor—was al-
most certainly of importance in the maintenance of a community
of such size, and this same factor may well have been important in
Teotihuacdn times. Temple pyramids were dwarfed by the large
and elaborare cities surrounding them in much the same fashion as
in Postclassic Peru. There is not much question that religion was
always a stronger force in the life of prehistoric Middle America
than in Peru, but there are indications thar secular and military
powers were in the ascendancy during the Azrec regime. The
Tenochcas rose to dominance in central Mexico during several

14. Parsons, 1934, 20. Roys, 1950.
19. Foster, 1944. 21. Acosta, 1940, 1944, 1945,

22. Marrig, Charlor, and Morris, 1931; Tozzer, nd.
23, Sanders, 1956.
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centuries of bitter intercity fighting following the collapse of
huacdn, and in this period the war-god rose to a commanding pog
tion in Azrec sociery.* F
Miliarism, secularism, and urbanism in Postclassic® Mexi
Central America have been discussed at length by others;
apparently, these trends do not march evenly in all quarters Y
Middle American area. There are some indicarions that the
land basin environments were more favorable for urban g
than the lowlands;®" thus, the urban classification seems to fir be
in western Mexico, Oaxaca, and the Guatemalan highlands
the east coast or in the Maya lowlands. Yer there are sign
variations among the highland regions. In the Guatemalan
lands some of the largest sire zones date from the Formatve,
Miraflores phase at Kaminaljuyu offers evidence of a great oce
tion zone and politico-religious center outstripping in size an
that came later? Guaremalan highland late Postclassic sites an
well fortified, however, and artest to a period of widespread wae
fare and strife linked to the disruprions in central Mexico. In ¢
Maya lowlands at Chichén Irz4, the Tula-Tolree art and the
constructions at an old Classic ceremonial center suggest that
distance conquest was a fearure of the early Postclassic in that
gion. Just how much of an urban center Chichén Irzd ever be
is not clear. There are numerous house mounds around the centery
bur it is unlikely thar the dwelling partern here was comparable to
that of compact Tenochtitldn. Later, however, the Yucatecan Maya
attempred an urban center at the walled site of Mayapan, Wi
the inclosing wall some four thousand household units have been
mapped over an area about two to three kilometers in extent.® It
is the most urbanized of any known lowland Maya sive, but whether:
the greater part of its inhabitants lived within the walls most of
year following non-farming occupations is still 2 matter for
24, Vaillanr, 1941,
25, The term “Militaristic” has been used for thiz stage (Armillas, 1951},
26. Ihid. 28. Shook and Proskouriakeff, 1956,
27. Sanders, 1933. 29, Ruppert and Smith, 1952,
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:ocrure. In any case, we can conclude that urbanization was decided-
ly less successful in the Maya lowlands than in the Valley of
Mexico.

There is an important phenomenon connected with the Postclas-
sic stage of development thar has not been significant in carlier
stages. This is, in effect, the large-scale exporrarion and implanta-
rion of the Postclassic features of militarism, secularism, and urban-
ism into and upon other cultural rradirions where they had been
lacking. Mayapan may have been modified by such an implanta-
tion, deriving its Postclassic patterns from central Mexico. In Peru
this was certainly the case with the Inca empire. Roads, fortifica-
rions, and administrative quarters were constructed by the Inca
from Ecuador to central Chile. These traits and much of the Inca
system must have had profound effects upon the local inhabirants,
alrthough we do not know to what extent these conquered culrures
were modified. Possibly, too, Postelassic phenomena exerred equal-
ly great, but less direct, influences in ways other than conquest and
incorporation, It has been suggested that real cities may have grown
up on the Ecuadorian coast in response to the rich trade with the
Postelassic Chimu kingdom of the Peruvian north coast. If this is
true, the process which gave rise to some of the ancient Mediter-
ranean trading cities of the Old World would have irs counterpart
in the New. Such a development is an excellent example of the in-
terlocking effects of diffusion and internal culrure development.

vosteLassic stace | Q0




